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Cork: installation made simple
By Phillip McIntyre, Cork Imports Australia

In the June/July 2015 issue 
of Flooring Magazine we 
spoke a little about the 
renewability and sustainability 
characteristics of cork. In this 
issue we will explain how to 
install your new cork floor.

Installing a cork floor can 
be satisfying; however, there 
are a few things you need to 
know before you start. 

• Firstly, you need to know 
what sub-floor you will be 
laying your cork tiles on. Cork 
tiles can be easily installed 
on a variety of pre-existing 
sub-floors such as concrete, 

timber, ply and yellow tongue 
floors. Depending on your 
sub-floor the installation 
method is quite uniform and 
simple. Much like a solid 
or floating timber floor, it 
is important to conduct a 
moisture test if laying over 
concrete. The floors moisture 
reading must be under 5.5% 
before installing the cork. 
This will help ensure you 
comply with strict Australian 
standards. 

• Secondly, inspect your 
sub-floor making sure there 
are no irregularities and that it 

is suitable for cork installation. 
Concrete floors should be 
clean, level and smooth. 
Simply fill any holes and sand 
filler level. If laying on a ply 
sub-floor, ensure the ply is 
not delaminating. If the joints 
on the ply floor are rough, a 
quick sand over the joining ply 
sheets will create a smooth 
even surface for the cork to 
adhere to. If installing on a 
timber or yellow tongue floor, 
ensure there is no cupping or 
loose boards for timber and 
the joints are not swollen for 
yellow tongue. If necessary, 

the timber and yellow tongue 
floors may need a quick sand 
before installing a masonite 
underlay. Prior to any sanding 
a handy tip is to hang up dust 
sheets to minimise the spread 
of dust. 

• Now that you are happy 
with your sub-floor, your third 
step is to carefully set out 
your floor. Ensure a start line 
is crossing the main line. 
Drop coloured chalk lines and 
double check measurements 
to ensure cuts are as large as 
possible. Once you have your 
chalked floor plan the next 
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Choices Flooring Niddrie is experiencing an exciting 
period of growth and requires the services of an 
experienced Flooring Sales Professional.

If you are experienced in retail and commercial 
flooring sales and have a proven track record, then 
this position is for you.

The successful applicant will have:

• Attention to detail
• Strong product knowledge
• Eye for colour, design and style
• Experience in measuring and estimating
• Outstanding personal customer service
• Excellent computer and administration skills

Be part of our friendly, fun and creative work 
environment.

If you think this job is for you, please contact  
Scott Shearer on 0438 935 492 for a confidential chat.

EXPERIENCED FLOORING SALES CONSULTANT

choicesflooring.com.au

Accu-cut X33 Used Carpet 
Cutting Machine
	 Comes with automatic  

wrapper and core dispenser.

Contact Mark on 1800 324 768 
for further details.

FOR SALE

step is to prime and glue your 
sub-floor. 

Before you begin to apply 
adhesive on the floor it is a 
good idea to install your trims 
and reducing strips. Once 
these are installed apply your 
primer to the sub-floor and 
allow to dry. You can tell the 
primer is dry when it turns 
clear. (Note, you will still be 
able to see the chalk lines 
marked on the floor through 
the primer.) 

Your floor is now primed 
and ready for the adhesive. 
Apply this to the sub-floor and 
allow to dry. The adhesive is 
white when applied; however, 
you will know it is dry when it 
turns clear like the primer. 

Your floor is now ready for 
laying the cork tiles. Lay a line 
of tiles along the chalk line 
making sure no downward 
pressure is used. Lay the 
second line at right angles 
along the chalk line. When all 
the tiles are in place, apply 

downward pressure. This will 
fix the tiles into the adhesive 
allowing no movement. As 
a tradies tip – do not apply 
downward pressure on the 
cork tile until you are certain 
you have the correct position 
for that tile as you will not 
easily be able to remove the 
tile once it is fixed to the floor. 

Lay the tiles along the 
line staggering them so 
the installation looks like 
‘stepping stones’. As you lay 
tiles towards your doorways   50
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DISTRIBUTORS WANTED!

Our company is growing rapidly
with sales in Victoria and New 

South Wales at an all time high!
On the back of this success, we 
are looking to expand and sell
our high quality our high quality foam underlay
into Queensland, Tasmania and

Western Australia.

If you are interested in becoming
a distrubutor of our products

in these states please contact
our office with your expression

of inof interest in becoming a part of 
the fastest growing underlay 

company in Australia

www.underlayking.com.au

39 Gateway Boulevard, Epping, Vic 3076
Tel: (03) 9408-9522  Fax: (03) 9408-9544

info@underlayking.com.au    www.underlayking.com.au

Commercial Estimators
Quote more jobs in less time with less stress

cconq.com  Free, no obligation trial
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or conjoining rooms a spacer tile can 
be used so your cut will be accurate. A 
spacer tile can be your normal cork tile 
turned upside down so the adhesive 
cannot stick to the sub-floor. Simply 
continue this method until all cork tile 
cuts are completed.  

Once your cork floor is installed it 
is a good idea to clean up all rubbish 
and leave the site clean. This will help 
minimise dust and leave the jobsite 
clutter free ready for sanding and coating.  

Finally, feel free to walk on your new 
cork floor, step back and marvel at your 
creation! 
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The Laticrete Sound Control System is a 
high performance acoustical design that 
is engineered to reduce impact noise 
through ceramic tiles, stone and other 
hard surface materials. 

Laticrete Sound ControlSystem is 
easy to install, will not break down 

under load, is moisture resistant and 
adds less than 12 mm to floor height.

Installation charts, product 
application videos, architectural 
specifications, architectural details and 
comprehensive technical support is all 
available at www.laticrete.com.au.  

SYSTEM APPLICATION:

Tile and stone  
sound control
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